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I would like to take a moment to congratulate Lee Gelber for receiving the inaugural Guiding
Spirit Award. I cannot imagine a more deserving recipient. Lee has been guiding the NYC
historical tours for the Defense Institute of International Legal Studies (DIILS) for over 12 years.
During that time, he has shared his knowledge and love of New York City with more than 1000
military officers from around the globe. He answers all questions, regardless of how obscure,
without consulting ‘google’. Lee Gelber is New York City’s very own ‘Google’.

A few of his accolades from DIILS alumni, ‘He has no match’; ‘a great historian of New York, a
great story teller and memorable tour guide’; and very simply ‘Mr. Lee is the best’.

Warm congratulations Lee, for the most deserved Guiding Spirit Award, indeed the ‘Dean of
NYC tours’,

Looking forward to our next tour later this month where you will, once again, share your
knowledge and passion for New York City to another group of international officers.
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